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A New Chapter In Our Lives
Rev. Bobby Williams, Pastoral Care Minister
Nancy and I have been praying for over a year about my retirement. This has not been an easy decision. We 
have sought the will of God, and have gotten godly counsel. We have peace that now is the right time.

For eighteen and a half years we have been blessed to be a part of the Christ United family. Pastor Jeff has 
truly been a pleasure to work with, and has taught me many life lessons about ministry. He has been and 
will continue to be my mentor, my brother in Christ and my friend. Pastor Rob and I came to Christ United 
about the same time. He has always been an encourager to me. I love him and pray God will bless his 
ministry in this church. The staff is incredibly talented, and working with them has been a great joy.

But what can I say about you, church? You welcomed us into the Christ Church family. You 
accepted us, Baptist background and all! You have loved us and shown us grace, and we thank 
you. Many of you have become dear friends, which we will always cherish.

A question that keeps coming up since the announcement of my retirement is “What are 
your plans after you retire?” I plan to continue teaching for Huntingdon College. I have been 
an adjunct for the last nine years. Huntingdon has a satellite classroom at Coastal Alabama 
Community College in Bay Minette and Fairhope. I teach religion classes there at night.

Last month I was invited to attend a seminar about becoming an Intentional Interim 
Pastor for the Methodist Church. I am now training to do that—pastor a church that is in 
crisis, or one whose pastor needs a sabbatical. George Whitefield said, “I grow weary 
in Thy work, Lord, but not of it.” My responsibility will be to love them, guide them, 
encourage them, and share the Word of God during the time of healing.  I could be 
appointed to a church anywhere in the United States to serve four weeks to two 
years (Maybe…Hawaii. Who knows?). Also, I hope to fill in for many churches 
in our conference, enabling pastors more flexibility.

Nancy and I are planning to travel some. I hope to have more 
time to visit with our family, read for pleasure, and play more 
golf. I want to complete my bucket list, which is to attend an 
Auburn football game in every SEC stadium. War Eagle!

Retirement begins a new chapter in our lives, and we truly have 
no idea exactly what it will look like. But Nancy and I believe we 
are doing what God has told us to do, and we know He has 
good plans for us! We love you and covet your prayers 
as we begin this new journey.

MOBILE, AL CHRISTUMCMOBILE.COM
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When I was born, a flower was placed on the 
altar rail of Auburn United Methodist Church 
to announce my arrival. Just a few feet from 
that spot I was baptized and confirmed at age 

13. I was called into ministry while serving as a Youth Minister at Auburn 
UMC and while I was active in the United Methodist Campus ministry at 
Auburn University. Eighteen years ago I was married at Trenton United 
Methodist Church, my wife’s home church, and then we moved to Mobile 
where I became an Associate Pastor at Christ United Methodist Church. In 
2003 I was ordained by Bishop Larry Goodpaster as an Elder in the United 
Methodist Church as I knelt at the altar of First United Methodist Church in 
Montgomery. I’ve never known anything but the United Methodist Church.
 
A few weeks ago I mentioned in my e-note the challenges facing the 
church I love. For decades the UMC has had theological disputes around 
issues of human sexuality. These disputes were largely tabled during 
the 2016 General Conference held in Portland, Oregon (The General 
Conference is the highest legislative body for the 13 million United 
Methodist around the world). These issues will be deliberated by a 
specially called General Conference in February 2019 in St. Louis Missouri. 
The Council of Bishops appointed a 30+ member commission called The 
Commission on a Way Forward that has been meeting over the last 18 
months in order to bring proposals to the Bishops which may help the 
church move forward on these issues. We expect to receive plans from 
the Council of Bishops on July 8th detailing three potential ways forward. 
Thankfully, the Bishops have already released sketches of the plans 
they are putting forward. The first plan, as it has been outlined, is called 
The Traditionalist Model. This plan upholds the language found in our 
Book of Discipline about human sexuality which prohibits self-avowed, 
practicing homosexuals from becoming ordained clergy persons, and it 
prohibits same-gender weddings in churches and does not allow United 
Methodist pastors to perform same-gender weddings. The plan would 
include language in The Book of Discipline which would better hold 
Bishops, Boards or Ordained Ministry, and Clergy accountable if they 
violate these restrictions. A second model, called the One Church model, 
would allow Bishops, Boards of Ministry, local churches, and local clergy 
to make decisions about the ordination of homosexuals and the marriage 
of homosexuals individually. A third model, called the Connectional-
Conference Model, would essentially create multiple “denominations” 
(probably three or more) which would remain under a connectional 
umbrella of the UMC. It’s my understanding that each group would have 

its own Book of Discipline so that they could each decide how to handle 
issues of human sexuality. It has also been stated that with each model 
local churches would be given a “gracious exit” if the church could not 
abide by the decision of the General Conference. These plans will be 
brought to the General Conference in February where it will be their 
decision of how we move forward. It is possible that an entirely other 
model passes, or even that no plan is able to garner sufficient support for 
passage.  
 
I tell you all of this not to worry you or increase your level of anxiety in 
any way. I simply want our members to be informed of what is happening 
because in the days, weeks, and months ahead these issues will likely be 
discussed in national and possibly even local news. I want to assure you 
that our church’s Leadership Team has been following this process closely 
over the last two years. Also, I plan to hold some town-hall style meetings 
in July and August in order to answer questions about what is happening 
for those who would like to know more. I want to invite you to pray for 
the United Methodist 
Church as it navigates 
these difficult days. Also, 
I hope you will remember 
that none of this should 
distract us from our 
mission of making 
Disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of 
the world. We at Christ 
United Methodist Church 
are dedicated to loving 
God, loving people, and 
changing the world, and 
we cannot lose sight of 
what God has for us to 
do.
 
Thank you for all you do!
 
 
In Christ,
 

THE FUTURE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Opportunities

EMBARK
sundays, June 10, 17, 24 | 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. | Room C-221
Each of us are on a journey of faith. Some have just begun to follow Jesus and others 
have been actively pursuing God for sometime. Please join the pastors for EMBARK, a 
three-week experience designed to lead us to ‘Love God, Love People, and Change the 
World.’ The experience will offer practical next steps for following Jesus and getting 
connected here at Christ United. Childcare will be available. For more information and 
to sign up, please contact Lesly Barrow at lesly@christumcmobile.com or 
visit christumcmobile.com/embark.

WEDNESDAYS, BEGINNING JUNE 6 
STUDY OF REVELATION
6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. | Room E-245 | “Come, Lord Jesus!” Come amid the 
uncertainties of our modern age. Revelation assures us of the ultimate triumph of God. 
A group of mostly singles with a few married couples.

NOTES FROM DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR JEAN:  
Leading a small group or teaching a class can be such a rewarding experience. I have 
found the times I have lead to be moments of great growth in my knowledge of Christ 
and my walk with the Lord. Many folks tell me that while leading and facilitating 
groups they have been blessed and encouraged by the group as well as been able to 
walk with others through their good and bad days.

On Saturday, July 21 from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. in the Hospitality Room, there 
will be a workshop designed especially for the existing leaders of groups and those 
interested in leading a class or facilitating a small group. The discussion for the day will 
center around basic group leadership skills and qualities. Participants will also be given 
tips for leading group prayer and discussions. 

This workshop will also be a time to learn about ways to be involved in leading groups 
and classes. To sign up, contact Sonya Carson at email sonya@christumcmobile.com.

NEW SUNDAY MORNING STUDIES
8:00 A.M.
n STARTING OVER BY ANDY STANLEY | Room A-207 
We’ve all experience failure. We’ve seen things we’ve built 
fall apart and have to be taken apart. Things like career. 
marriage. and dreams. But how do we break the cycle of 
mistakes and failed attempts? How do we start over with an 
expectation of success. A class for couples with
children of all ages.

9:15 A.M.
n SURPRISE THE WORLD! – THE FIVE HABITS OF HIGHLY 
MISSIONAL PEOPLE BY MICHAEL FROST | Room E-247 
Join us as we discuss the June church-wide summer 
reading book and learn what the acronym BELLS stands for. 
A class for married couples.

n BE SATISFIED BY WARREN WIERSBE | Room A-206 
A study of Ecclesiastes. Read the profound words from 
Solomon on the meaning of life. A class for 50+ adults. 

n MOSES; IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE RELUCTANT 
PROPHET BY ADAM HAMILTON |  Room A-207 | Explore 
the life of Moses from the Nile River to the Red Sea, from 
Mt. Sinai to the desert wilderness. The author will guide 
you through the footsteps of this reluctant prophet who 
blazed a trail of faith. A class for all adults.
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JULY'S SUMMER READING: 
Same Kind of Different As Me by Ron Hall and 
Denver Moore  | Meet Denver, a Louisiana black 
man raised in a plantation-style south. He’s an 
uneducated, mistrusting, and violent man who has 
lived on the streets for 18 years. Meet Ron Hall, a 
self-made millionaire in the world of high priced 

art deals, concerned with fast cars, beautiful women and fancy clothes. 
Enter Miss Debbie, Ron’s skinny, nosy, pushy wife who loves to help 
the homeless and gives unselfishly of herself. Through her relationship 
with them both and an unexpected illness they all learn what’s really 
important in this life. But, is it enough to heal their differences? Cost $5.  

JULY READING DISCUSSION GROUPS
WEDNESDAYS, JULY 11, 18 & 25 | 6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.
Christ Center Gym | A description of the July book is above. The 
books will be available to purchase at christumcmobile.com/shop 
or on campus and are also available in a digital format.  

n DISCUSSION GROUP 1 | 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Led by Pastor Jean Tippit | Hospitality Room 

n DISCUSSION GROUP 2 | 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Led by Brenda Davis | Rm A-206

Wednesdays at Christ Discussion Groups
Beginning Wednesday, June  6

WEDNESDAY DINNERS | 5:00 P.M. - 6:00 P.M. | COST: $5
A light summer dinner will be served prior to the discussion groups and a kid friendly option available. Child care in the nursery will be available for 
children 0 - 5 years. The dinner menu for Wednesdays at Christ Café for the month of June is listed below.

Over the summer we, as a congregation, will read together Surprise the World! by Michael Frost and Same Kind of Different as Me by Ron Hall 
and Denver Moore. Everyone is encouraged to join in the reading of these two books and be involved in a discussion group.

JUNE’S SUMMER READING: 
Surprise the World! – The Five Habits of Highly 
Missional People by Michael Frost
Christianity is a surprising religion whose 
followers have changed the world by simply 
living out their faith. Frost offers five essential 
habits of effective Christians by using the 

acronym BELLS - Bless others; Eat together; Listen to the spirit; Learn 
Christ and, Understand you are a person Sent by God. Learn how God 
intended our daily habits to represent Him and not mimic the world. 
Cost $5.  

JUNE READING DISCUSSION GROUPS
WEDNESDAYS, JUNE 6, 13 & 20 | 6:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M.
Christ Center Gym | A description of the June book is above. The 
books will be available to purchase at christumcmobile.com/shop 
or on campus and are also available in a digital format.

n DISCUSSION GROUP 1 | 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Led by Pastor Jean Tippit | Hospitality Room 

n DISCUSSION GROUP 2 | 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Led by Brenda Davis | Rm A-206

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6 

Italian Chicken and Vegetable Pasta 
Salad with a Side Salad
Kids Option: Corn Dogs and Fries

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13

Lasagna Roll ups with 
a Side Salad
Kids Option: Corn Dogs and Fries
 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20

Chicken and Waffles Salted Caramel 
Blue Agave Syrup with Fruit Salad
Kids Option: Corn Dogs and Fries
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CHRIST UNITED KIDS
JUNE ACTIVITIES
n 3 | VBS VOLUNTEER TRAINING AND WORK DAY
12:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall | Training for all VBS 
volunteers. Lunch and childcare will be provided.

n 17 | DONUTS WITH DAD
All Ages | 8:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  | Hospitality Room
Enjoy doughnuts with your family and capture this day with a 
“Dad and Me” photo.

n 25 – 29 | VBS: ROLLING RIVER RAMPAGE
Pre-K 3 – Completed 5th Grade | 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
Join Romper the Otter and his friends on an action-packed 
white-water rafting adventure to experience the ride of a 
lifetime with God. Along the river, children discover that life 
with God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and 
that they can trust God to be with them through anything! 
Register at christumcchildren.com/vbs. Cost $15 before 
June 1, $20 after.

JULY
n 11 | TWEEN CAMP PARENT MEETING
3rd – 5th Grade Parents | 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. | Fellowship 
Hall  Parents of 3rd – 5th grade students are invited. Medical 
Release Forms can be turned in at this meeting.

n 18 | PRESCHOOL FUN DAY: PAINT PARTY
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall | Come and help 
your child create a work of art. We will supply the canvases 
and paint, just bring your imagination!

n 22 - 25 | TWEEN SUMMER CAMP
3rd – 5th Grade | Camp Baldwin | Join us for a great time 
to learn about God and make friends. There will be amazing 
worship, bonfires, swimming, fishing, awesome games, music 
and much more. Register at christumcchildren.com/register. 
Cost: $170 per person.

    CUMChildren                   CUMCKidz  Website: christumcchildren.com

THE IMPORTANCE OF TAKING SABBATH

Ashley Walker
Director of Kids Ministry 
ashley@christumcmobile.com

KIDS MINISTRY STAFF 

WEEKLY PROGRAM | christumcchildren.com 
SUNDAY MORNINGS Sunday School classes are located in Building E.

n 9:15 A.M. WORSHIP
K3 – K4  | Fellowship Hall    
K5 – 2nd  | E-250    
3rd – 5th | Christ Center Assembly Area

n 10:40 A.M. SUNDAY SCHOOL 
K3 E-148  | K4 E-146  | K5 E-144
1st – 5th Blg. E – Upstairs

Sam Gochey
Associate Kids Minister 
sam@christumcmobile.com

STAY CONNECTED WITH US

By Sam Gochey, Associate Kids Minister 
School is out! For most people that means more free time and more 
opportunities for rest, rest that is so important to not only our growth physically 
but also spiritually. 

With all the free time we have during the summer it is important that we set 
aside time to spend together, relaxing and enjoying a break from our labor. Often 
times we can lose sight of the importance of rest with how busy we become 
during the school year. The Bible talks about the importance of Sabbath. In the 
book of Exodus it is made clear that after we work hard and work well we are 
to take time off to rest. Exodus 20:8-10 says, “Remember the Sabbath day by 
keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither 
you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your 
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns.” 

Often we are so busy we miss the importance of taking Sabbath, of resting 
and enjoying time off from our hard work. Separating the ideas of laziness and 
Sabbath is key to understanding and enjoying rest! 

As the summer begins be sure to take time for rest. Be sure to enjoy time with 
one another and know that restful days are needed and so very important to our 
spiritual and physical health.
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CHRIST UNITED STUDENTS
JUNE ACTIVITIES
n 3 | VBS VOLUNTEER TRAINING/WORK DAY | 12:00 p.m. 
– 3:00 p.m. | Fellowship Hall | Training for all VBS volunteers. 
Lunch and childcare will be provided.

n 3 | SUMMER LUAU | 6th – 12th Grade | 5:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 p.m. | Pavilion | Join us as we kick off the summer. 
Register at christumcyouth.com/register. Cost: $5

n 6 - 10 | CAMP LEE | 6th – 12th Grade | Anniston, AL 
Experience the dynamic worship, engaging messages, 
and great fellowship. There is amazing activities including 
an intense zip-line into a beautiful lake, a natural rock-slide, 
and a huge pool! Come explore! Cost: $350 per student. 
Register at christumcyouth.com/register and 
notarized medical form. 

JULY
n 8 – 12 | MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP | 6th – 8th Grade
Meet at 1:00 p.m. Sunday - pickup at 12:00 p.m., Thursday 
Join us for a week of being #Selfless in Prattville, AL. A 
notarized youth medical form is required for registration. Visit 
christumcyouth.com/register for more information. Cost: $125

n 11 | HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER MOVIE NIGHT | 9th – 12th 
Grade 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. | Student Area | Bring your friends 
for a night at the movies with Star Wars: The Last Jedi. Popcorn 
and drinks will be provided. Dinner Cost: $5 Movie Cost: $5

STUDENT MINISTRY STAFF

STAY CONNECTED WITH US
Check in with us at                    
Website: christumcyouth.com | Want to get text updates? 
Middle School text @CUMC to 81010; High School text @HSGR to 81010 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
n 9:16 Worship An engaging worship service | Youth Area
n Bible Study for Students  10:40 a.m. | Room C-204 

WEEKLY PROGRAM | christumcyouth.com 
For 6th - 12th grade students

Mike Rollins
Director of Student Ministry 
mrollins83@gmail.com

Leigh Contratto 
Associate Student Minister 
leigh@christumcmobile.com 

LOOK AND GIVE THANKS
By Mike Rollins, Director of Student Ministry 
The phrase sometimes life gives you lemons so make lemonade is really true. 
Life throws things at us that we don't like and things don't go the way we plan 
or want it to but God still provides. When the Israelites were in the desert God 
provided them with Manna and Quail. Not only was He providing nourishment 
for them but He was also providing them with joy. 

Over the past couple of months things haven’t seemed to go the way that I have 
planned or wanted them to go but God has shown me that He still provides. One 
way that He has shown me this is through Wendy’s… no not a person but the 
fast food restaurant. I don't really have a sweet tooth but over the past month I 
have really enjoyed a good frosty and fries from Wendy’s. I have even had up to 
three in a week! You see these frosties and fries were providing me joy in a time 
that I needed joy. So my question is—what little things in your life might you be 
overlooking that God is using to provide you joy? Look for those things and give 
God thanks for providing it to you.

All our summer activities can be found in the
NEW SUMMER NEXT GENERATION BROCHURE 

located at our Information Centers.
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RECREATION INFORMATION Recreation includes an indoor walking 
track, fitness room, and basketball courts, as well as, regular fitness classes. All 
participants should complete a registration card in order to participate in any 
area of the Recreation Ministry. Children under 18 must have a parent/guardian 
signature on their registration card, and children under 14 must have a parent or 
guardian present.

FITNESS CLASSES: 1st class is FREE, then $5 per class or purchase a six-
class card for $25. 

For more information, visit danielplan.com 
Let us keep looking to Jesus. He is the one who started this journey of faith. 
And he is the one who completes the journey of faith. — Hebrews 12:2 NIRV

If you want your mind to be healthy, focus your thoughts on what is true and 
good. And nothing is truer or better than Jesus.
 
Study how He lived, because His life is the one to imitate. Read the Gospels, which 
tell the story of His life. Ask yourself, what did He do that I could learn from? 
Picture Him running the race just ahead of you, showing you how it’s done.
 
During His earthly life, Jesus focused His thoughts beyond the cross to the joy 
waiting for Him in the Father’s presence. Focusing on that joy at the finish line 
enabled Him to put up with anything during the race. He wasn’t discouraged when 
people didn’t respond to Him with faith and love. He spent plenty of time alone 
with His Father, so people didn’t get Him down. So when the road seems difficult, 
ask Him to guide and strengthen you.
 
Food for Thought: Keep your eyes on Jesus, and you’ll find you are able to 
overcome anything that stands in your way. Visit danielplan.com for more 
information.

n FITNESS ROOM: Requires a one-
time Fitness Room orientation held 
Monday – Friday at 6:30 p.m.

n BASKETBALL GYM: For members 
and guests who regularly attend 
services, and up to three guests.

CHRIST UNITED C-SPORTS 
CURRENT REGISTRATIONS 
Register for the following C-Sports Summer 
Camps. Visit page 9 for a list of all our sports, 
music and youth camps !
■ 678 VOLLEYBALL CAMP

n C-SPORTS BASKETBALL CAMP 

n C-SPORTS LITTLE DRIBBLERS CAMP 

n C-SPORTS CHEER CAMP

n C-SPORTS SOCCER | Registration open | Season: August 
6 - October 13 | Coed for age 4 by September 1 through 
those entering 6th grade for the 2018 - 2019 School year.  
Required evaluations are July 16 & 17 and practices will be on 
the weekday with games on Saturday. Fee is $75.  Register at 
christumcsports.com or in person at the Recreation Desk. 

JUNE DATES TO REMEMBER
■  2 Flag Football pictures
■  4 & 5 678 Volleyball Camp
■  6 & 7 Flag Football games begin
■  18 & 19 Little Dribblers Basketball Camp
■  18 - 21 Basketball Camp
■  25 -29 Christ United VBS – The Recreation Ministry will 
be closed from 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

CHRIST CENTER HOURS 
Monday – Friday: 6:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

For additional information, call 251.706.3326 or visit our 
website at christumcsports.com.

Visit        /christunited.recmin to stay 
up-to-date with the Recreation Ministry. 

EYES ON JESUS

n YOGA CLASSES:   Mondays and Thursdays | 6:00 p.m.
   Tuesdays and Thursdays | 9:00 a.m.

n FREE BALANCE CLASS:  1st Wednesday of each month
   1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

LOOK AND GIVE THANKS
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SPORTS CAMPS
n 678 VOLLEYBALL CAMP AT CHRIST UNITED
Hosted by University of South Alabama Lady Jags Volleyball Team 
June 4 - 5 | Christ United Gym | 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. | For entering 
6th, 7th, & 8th grade for the 2018 - 19 school year. Deadline to 
recieve a camp t-shirt on the 1st day of camp is May 26. Register at 
christumcsports.com or in person at the Recreation Desk. Fee is $40.

n CSPORTS BASKETBALL CAMP | June 18 - 21 | 9:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m. | For entering 1st grade - 6th grade for the 2018 - 19 
school year. Deadline to receive a camp shirt on the first day of camp 
is June 4. Register at christumcsports.com/register until June 4 or in 
person at the Recreation Desk by June 18. Fee is $55.

n CSPORTS LITTLE DRIBBLERS CAMP | June 18 & 19 | 5:30 p.m. 
- 6:30 p.m. | For entering K5 for 2018 - 19 school year | The deadline 
to receive a camp shirt on the first day of camp is June 4. Register 
at christumcsports.com/register until June 4 or in person at the 
Recreation Desk by June 18. Fee is $30.

n CSPORTS CHEER CAMP | July 9 - July 13 | 5:30 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. | For entering K5 - 5th grade for the 2018 - 19 school 
year. Cheerleaders will cheer for the Flag Football teams. Deadline to 
receive a camp shirt on the first day of camp is June 25th. Register 
at christumcsports.com/register until July 25 or in person at the 
Recreation Desk until July 9. Fee is $55. 

MUSIC CAMP
n HAND BELL CAMP | June 18 – June 21 | 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
and/or June 25 – June 28 | 12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. | For 6th – 8th 
Grade | Would you like to join the 2018 – 2019 Youth Ringers? Then 
this camp is for you! Please bring a bag lunch. Youth Ringers is a 
handbell choir that meets on Sundays from 11:00 a.m. – 11:40 a.m., 
and plays for worship monthly. Previous music experience is needed. 
Contact Emily Friend at emily@christumcmobile.com to register.

STUDENT CAMPS 
n CAMP LEE - ANNISTON, AL | June 6 - 10 | For 6th - 12th grade 
students | Experience the dynamic worship, engaging messages, and 
great fellowship on the foothills of the Appalachian! Students will 
enjoy amazing activities such as an intense zip-line into a beautiful 
lake, a natural rock-slide, and a huge pool! Cost: $350 per student. $75 
deposit and notarized medical form required for registration. Deadline 
to register is May 23rd. Register at christumcyouth.com/register.  

n MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP | July 8 - 12  | For 6th - 8th 
grade students | Our culture is obsessed with selfies. Why? Because 
we want to feel approval from our peers that we look good, fit in, and 
live exciting lives. During our week, we will be challenged to think 
outside ourselves and focus on loving others. Join us for a week of 
being #Selfless in Prattville, AL. Register at christumcyouth.com/
register. Cost: $125 and medical release form required. Tween Summer 
Camp. Let me know if you need anything else.

n SIFAT SERVANTS IN FAITH AND TECHNOLOGY | July 15 
- 20 | For upcoming 8th - 12th grade students | A summer camp 
with a missions focus, students will have the chance to learn about 
agriculture, life in third-world nations, and technology that improves 
the quality of life for people around the world. Don't miss an incredible 
week of fun, service, and worship! Cost: $400 per student. $75 
deposit, notarized Youth medical form and the SIFAT medical form 
required for registration. Deadline to register is July 1st. Register at 
christumcyouth.com/register.  

n TWEEN SUMMER CAMP | July 22 - 25 | Camp Baldwin | For 3rd - 
5th Grade | A camp just for tweens! This is a great time to learn about 
God and make friends. Students will enjoy amazing worship, bonfires, 
swimming, awesome games, music and much more. Cost: $170 per 
person. Register at christumcchildren.com/register.

SUMMER CAMPS AT CHRIST UNITED
CHRISTUMCMOBILE.COM/SUMMERCAMPS
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STAFF ANNOUNCEMENT: DONNA ALEXANDER 
NAMED AS DIRECTOR OF PASTORAL CARE
Last month our Staff Parish Relations committee made the decision to 
name Donna Alexander as our new Director of Pastoral Care, following 
the retirement of Rev. Bobby Williams. For over 20 years Donna has 
been faithfully serving this church in a variety of capacities. For many 
years she has been, in many ways, the backbone of our Pastoral Care 
team, and has been responsible for our Stephen Ministry and Celebrate 
Recovery Ministry. Donna will begin her position on July 1st. The Pastoral 
Care department is currently hiring two part-time positions which will 
help them expand and develop this vital ministry in new ways. One 
position is a new Pastoral Care Minister. This person will assist our 
pastors by visiting hospitals, nursing homes, shut-ins and following-up 
with members in need. The second position will oversee our Stephen 
Ministry, develop programs for Senior Adults, and assist where needed in 
the Pastoral Care department. We are grateful that Donna has accepted 
this new challenge, please join us in congratulating her!

DEAF TEEN QUEST:  ANNUAL FATHER'S DAY 
BLOOMIN' LOLLIPOPS' GOURMET APPLE 
Sunday, June 17 | Sanctuary Gathering Area & Recreation Area
Purchase a gourmet apple for Fathers Day! Deaf Teen Quest will be 
hosting their annual Father's Day Bloomin' Lollipops' Gourmet Apple 
sale. Proceeds will help deaf teens attend camp and fund monthly 
activities. Cost: $10 - $11

SHRINKING THE DIVIDE
Save the Date: Tuesday, July 24
Our pastors have been involved in The 
Pledge Group, a group of pastors and 
other community leaders dedicated to 
shrinking the racial divide in the Mobile 
area. Our Lead Pastor, Rob Couch, serves 

on the steering committee for the group. Each quarter groups of leaders 
come together to discuss ways to build a better, more harmonious 
community and to build friendships across different barriers that often 
separate God’s people. 

Please mark your calendar for the evening of Tuesday, July 24th when 
The Pledge Group will host a convocation dedicated to Shrinking the 
Divide which will feature Mississippi civil rights leader John M. Perkins, 
and Russell Moore, the President of the Ethics and Religious Liberty 
commission. Both Mr. Perkins and Dr. Moore appeared at the recent MLK 
50 gathering in Memphis. The exact time and location of the location has 
not yet been determined. Please look in next month’s issue of INSIGHT 
for more details.

SUMMER CAMPS AT CHRIST UNITED
CHRISTUMCMOBILE.COM/SUMMERCAMPS

CHRIST UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN
Celebrations abound in these warm summer 
months, from graduations to weddings to 
travel—what an opportune time to celebrate 
one of our own! 

Christ United Methodist Women’s own Vera 
Moore was recently highlighted by Response 
magazine, the United Methodist Women 

magazine of women in mission. A beautiful cover photo of our Vera 
enhances the wonderful article inside which enumerates a few of 
the countless contributions to the mission and ministry of the United 
Methodist Women, both locally and nationally. A master at multi-tasking 
with a spirit for service, Vera has served as Christ United Methodist 
Women’s unit President, the Mobile District United Methodist Women 
President, and as a delegate to several conferences including the World 
Methodist Conference in Nairobi, Kenya several years ago. She was a 
long-time employee for the General Board of Global Ministries, and 
currently helps maintain the United Methodist Women’s social media 
presence, UMWOnline, as well as assisting the national office with 
website maintenance. 

Within Christ United Methodist Women, Vera initiated the Mary and 
Martha Mail Circle for those who can’t attend meetings but want to be 
involved in mission. Weekly devotionals are online each Monday and a 
virtual monthly meeting is held on the first of every month; these can 
be viewed at www.mailcircle.net. Contact Mary Anne Bemis, Circle Chair, 
251.510.7953 or Vera Moore, Communications Chair, 
vmoore4474@gmail.com to join this circle. 

Vera Moore is and has been one of God’s finest blessings to United 
Methodist Women! For more information, please contact Joyce Genz at 
251.259.1675 or jgenz@comcast.net.

Join Rev. Bobby Williams in the Hospitality Room following each service 
for a Retirement Reception to thank him for his service to Christ United! 
Please make sure you sign his gift at the reception. If you would like to 
offer a personal card and/or gift, there will be a place to leave those at 
the reception.

SUNDAY, JUNE 10
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. | Hospitality Room

SUNDAY PREACHING SCHEDULE
  JUNE 3    JUNE 10   JUNE 17   JUNE 24
SANCTUARY  Rev. Dr. Rob Couch   Rev. Dr. Bobby Williams          Rev. Dr. Rob Couch      Rev. Dr. Rob Couch          
NEWSONG Rev. Jean Tippit         Rev. Jeremy Steele  Rev. Jeremy Steele               Rev. Jeremy Steele
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Sunday, July 22 – Wednesday, July 25
Camp Baldwin | 3rd – 5th Grade

Sunday, July 22 – Wednesday, July 25
Camp Baldwin | 3rd – 5th Grade

Sunday, July 22 – Wednesday, July 25
Camp Baldwin | 3rd – 5th Grade

Tween Summer Camp is here! Join us for a great time learning about God and making friends. There 
will be amazing worship, bonfires, swimming, fishing, awesome games, music and much more. 

Register at christumcchildren.com/register. Cost: $170 per person.
Don’t Miss Tween Camp Parent Meeting  — Wednesday, July 11 | 6:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT: 
GROUNDS MINISTRY   
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards 
of God's varied grace:” 1 Peter 4:10  

Every week, Christ United is blessed to have incredible volunteers who share their gifts 
with us. Whether it is greeting on Sunday morning, mowing the grass during the week, 
helping with children’s Sunday school, cleaning and restocking the pews, hand-writing 
letters to 1st time guests, or any of the other myriad of volunteer ministries, our church 
could not complete our mission to show God’s love to our members, guests, and 
community without them.

This month, we would like to highlight our Grounds Ministry. These volunteers work 
tirelessly to ensure the Christ United campus is the best it can be—even during the relentless 
heat and humidity of the Mobile summer!

OUR GROUNDS MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS SHARED THIS: The Grounds Ministry is one of the long-time ministries at Christ United. We are a small, but 
integral, part of the fabric of our church. Started in 1999, the Grounds Ministry is composed of volunteers and is under the leadership of Building and 
Grounds Manager, Mike Smith. It is with prayer, and willing hearts and hands that we continue to do our part maintaining the church campus. 

It might sound "corny” but the Grounds Ministry planted the seeds and others have continued to water the seeds in many ways because of belief in 
what we try to do. The SOS class started, and has continued, to donate funds to help with operating expenses, volunteers on out on grounds work 
days, and some members have even brought out equipment when there is a project we could not complete by ourselves. This past Easter, some one 
took on the project of cleaning up and decorating the gazebo in the courtyard and numerous families used the opportunity to take Easter family 
pictures. The Kids Ministry started a gardening project which allows the children to plant in flower beds close to the building they occupy. So many 
blessings are growing from the seeds!

Not only has this Ministry blessed us, but we pray it has blessed many of you as you come on the campus and see the church grounds. We, as a 
Ministry, wish to prayerfully thank those who believe in what we do for Him.
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MISSIONS

TUESDAYS  | MAY 8th to JULY 10
3:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

HILLCREST ENTRANCE

6101 Grelot Road | Mobile, AL 36609 | christumcmobile.com | (251) 342-0462 | 

NEW GROUP: CHRIST UNITED 
EVENTS' TEAM 
Calling all creative folks! Are you creative? Do you enjoy decorating? Are 
you looking for a way to serve and use your gift? Then, this is the team 
for you! Join the Events’ Team. For more information or to join contact 
Faye Sellers at fayzer16@gmail.com. 

CHRISTIAN CANCER SUPPORT 
Tuesday, June 12 | 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. | Room A-201 
Christ United Christian Cancer Support meets the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month. Please join us for cancer education, faithful testimony, 
information/referral, and prayer. Contact Teresa Atkins  at 
tratkins1@mchsi.com or 251.367.8395 for more information. For child 
care, contact Kim Pratt at kim@christumcmobile.com or 251.706.3331. 

REFINING THE TEMPLE
1st and 3rd Monday | 6:00 p.m. | Bldg. F | Erin Akey FNC, KNS, Certified 
Nutritionist | Feeling overwhelmed by food choices, health or weight 
issues? Think you might be dealing with sugar, food addiction or body 
image issues? This group is the place where you can come and feel safe 
with like-minded people who are going through similar issues. We will 
spend time together learning more about how to take better care of our 
bodies. We will be teaching healthy cooking lessons and Erin will be 
providing nutritional guidance. For more information, you may contact 
Erin Akey at 251.622.6380.

ALZHEIMER’S & DEMENTIA 
SUPPORT GROUP 
n Grief Support Group | 2nd Tuesdays | 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Room A-203 | Have you recently lost someone to Alzheimer’s or a 
related dementia?  
n Alzheimer’s Support Group | 4th Tuesdays | 6:00 p.m. – 
8:00 p.m. | Room A-203 | Are you currently caring for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s or would like to know more about the disease? Join us to 
learn strategies of how to cope. 
 
For more information, contact A.J. McDonald at 859.312.8907 or 
ajplum28@gmail.com. A.J. is a Certified Dementia Practitioner and 
Dementia Care Therapist and will be facilitating both groups. Contact 
Donna Alexander at donna@christumcmobile.com or 251.510.0905 for 
more information.

We will be hoisting an Grand Canyon Informational Meeting on 
Thursday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m. in the Hospitality Room. All are 
invited to join us as to discuss taking a trip to the Grand Canyon 
and several other National parks via the Southwest Chief and Grand 
Canyon Railway. For information, please contact Ralph Gudeman at 
251.510.1099  or e-mail ralph@christumcmobile.com.
 

CHRIST UNITED 
GRAND CANYON GROUP TRIP
May 11 - June 1, 2019
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Online giving is a safe and easy way to support the ministries of Christ 
United Methodist Church. We have several options for you to choose 
from that make giving to our church easy, safe, and secure. You can 
opt to give online through your bank or through Pushpay on your 
smart mobile device.

CONSIDER A RECURRING CONTRIBUTION.
ONLINE BILL PAY 
Easy and simple. Set up recurring 
weekly, biweekly, or monthly giving 
through your personal online banking 
account.

TEXT TO GIVE 
Easy and simple. Just text “christumc” 
to the number 77977 anytime and Pushpay 
will send you a link to our giving portal or 
download the Pushpay app.

CHRIST UNITED WEBSITE
Easy and simple. Visit our 
Giving page to send your contribution 
or set up a recurring gift at 
christumcmobile.com/give.
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SUMMER ONLINE GIVING
By Rob Blackwell, Administrator
As we approach the summer, giving sometimes dips temporarily as people go on 
vacation, spend the weekend at the beach, etc. Reduced giving during the summer 
months always puts a strain on the budget for church ministries and operations, and 
can cause us to fall behind on our debt reduction goals.
 
One way to maintain consistent giving is through our secure online giving system. If 
it’s difficult to keep up with your giving goals through the chaotic summer months, 
you can set up a recurring weekly or monthly gift. It’s also a useful tool if you forget 
or don’t like to carry your checkbook. It’s very easy to do, you can turn it on and off 
at any time, and it tracks your giving for you so you have a clear record.
 
To get started with Online Giving, take any of the following steps:

n Go to the Online Giving page on our website christumcmobile.com/give
OR

n Install the Pushpay app (with the red & white “P” logo) from the Google Play 
Store or App Store, 
OR

n Text “christumc” to 77977. 

It's easy to join Christ United
eblast list!

Just send your email address
by text message:

Text

CHRISTUNITED
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

Enroll:  www.kindermusikatchristunited.com 
(251) 706-3336 or emily@christumcmobile.com 

Enroll:  www.kindermusikatchristunited.com 
(251) 706-3336 or emily@christumcmobile.com 

AT CHRIST UNITED 

Enroll:  www.kindermusikatchristunited.com 
(251) 706-3336 or emily@christumcmobile.com 

Enroll:  www.kindermusikatchristunited.com 
(251) 706-3336 or emily@christumcmobile.com 

AT CHRIST UNITED 
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SUNDAY
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. Coffee & Donuts
8:00 a.m.     Sanctuary Worship Service
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  Library Open
9:15 a.m.     Sanctuary Worship Service
    NewSong Worship Service
    1st - 2nd Elementary Worship
    K3 - K5 Preschool Worship
   3rd - 5th Tween Worship
    6th - 12th 9:16 Youth Worship
    Adult Sunday School
10:20 a.m.    Youth Singers
10:40 a.m.    Sanctuary Worship Service
    NewSong Worship Service
    Adult Sunday School
   1st - 2nd Elementary Bible Study
    K3 - K5 Preschool Bible Study
   3rd - 5th Tween Bible Study
    6th - 12th Student Bible Study
5:30 p.m.    Men’s Ensemble
6:00 p.m.    Living Sound/Renaissance

MONDAY
8:00 a.m.     Lifegate

TUESDAY
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.  Library Open
3:00 p.m.   Farmer's Market
6:30 p.m.    GAP: Graduates &
   Professionals

WEDNESDAY
8:00 a.m.    Lifegate
5:00 p.m.   Wednesdays at Christ 
   Dinners
5:30 p.m.   Instruments of Praise
6:00 p.m.   Wednesdays at Christ 
   Classes
   Sanctuary Choir  
6:15 p.m.    Stephen Ministry 

THURSDAY
9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. Library Open
6:30 p.m.   Celebrate Recovery

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

ONLINE GIVING IS NOW AVAILABLE
Visit christumcmobile.com/give OR install the Pushpay app from the 
Google Play Store or the App Store OR text “christumc” to 77977.

PERCEPTIONS | 7:40 A.M.
WKSJ 94.9 FM OR ONLINE AT 

christumcmobile.com/perceptions

LISTEN TO PERCEPTIONS

LOCATION
The Music Hallway, Building B. 

A convenient drop box is located in the 
hallway just outside the Library.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Sunday 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

THE SUMMER READING 
PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN

SIGN UP: JUNE 3 - JUNE 17 
This 6-week reading program is for children 3 years old through those who have 
completed 5th grade. Receive a small prize and a book mark at sign up. Solve clues, 
read mysteries and become a detective as you read 6 books and view 2 DVDs to 
receive a prize. You can acquire a library card at the time of sign up. An adult 
signature is required for children 10 and under.   

STAY CONNECTED WITH CHRIST UNITED 
CHRISTUMCMOBILE.COM

LIKE US
facebook.com/christumcmobile

FOLLOW US
twitter.com/christumcmobile

PODCAST
christumcmobile.com/sermons

WATCH LIVE
christumcmobile.com/livestream

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/christumcmobile

FOLLOW US
youtube.com/christumcmobile

To receive our IN THE LOOP EMAIL BLAST or the electronic version of INSIGHT, our 
monthly newsletter, visit CHRISTUMCMOBILE.COM/PUBLICATIONS

June 2018 - InSight | 13
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TUESDAY, JUNE 12
8:30 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 
Across from Recreation Desk

Provided by Susie Ollhoft
Christ UMC Health Care Ministry

A Christ-centered 12-step program for life’s hurts, hang-ups, 
and habits. Recovery is a journey you don’t have to travel alone.

EVERY THURSDAY | 6:30 P.M. | BUILDING F
For more information, contact Donna Alexander at 

donna@christumcmobile.com or 251.342.0462, ext. 225 
or visit christumcmobile.com/celebraterecovery.

Jeff Spiller and family in the death of his aunt, Peggy Harbin

Treadwell Davis and family in the death of his mother, Marjorie Davis

Christine Willis and family in the death of her husband, Fred Willis

Tim Taylor and family in the death of his mother, Ann Hawkins

Margaret Lyda and family in the death of her brother, Lloyd Worley

Robbie Nabors and family in the death of her sister, Jean Busby

Trish Dougherty and family in the death of her husband, Kevin Dougherty

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE 

KNOW SOMEONE FACING A TRANSITION 
IN HIS OR HER LIFE?
Stephen Ministry at Christ United is available to assist individuals 
through these times of transition. Stephen Ministers will walk with 
individuals who need a little encouragement during difficult times and 
they will be there as long as the need exists.

Stephen Ministers are lay people—Christian men and women—trained 
to provide one-to-one care to people experiencing a difficult time 
in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, 
relocation, or separation due to military deployment.

Stephen Ministers come from all walks of life. Their commonality? 
A passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a 
time of need.

If you know of someone who is facing one of life’s transitions, 
please refer them to Donna Alexander at 251.510.0905. 
Your call is confidential. 
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9:30 a.m. Ladies 
Bible Study
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For more information on Christ United, visit christumcmobile.com.

 SUNDAY       MONDAY          TUESDAY              WEDNESDAY            THURSDAY                FRIDAY               SATURDAY

3

9:30 a.m. Ladies 
Bible Study

1

6:30 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery

 6:00 p.m Embark

9:30 a.m. Mom’s 
Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Ladies 
Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Mom’s 
Bible Study

19

6:30 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery 

6:30 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery 

8:30 a.m. Free 
Blood Pressure 

Mary Martha 
Circle meet at 
www.mailcircle.net

9:45 a.m. Esther Circle

5:30 p.m. Crossroads 
Circle

9:30 a.m. Mom’s 
Bible Study

6:00 p.m. Refining 
the Temple

6:00 p.m. Refining 
the Temple

Hot Breakfast
Christ Cafe

7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

6:00 p.m. Alzheimers 
Grief Support group

6:00 p.m. Alzheimers 
Support group

CHRIST UNITED
FARMERS MARKET

Every Tuesday, May 8 - July 10
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Hillcrest Entrance

JUNE 2018

6:30 p.m. Celebrate 
Recovery 

Hot Breakfast
Christ Cafe

7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 8:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. (Recreation Ministry is closed)

 6:00 p.m Embark

 6:00 p.m Embark

12:00 p.m. VBS 
Volunteer Training

5:00 p.m. Students 
Summer Luau

STUDENT MINISTRY CAMP LEE

5:00 p.m. Weds at 
Christ Dinner
6:00 p.m. Summer 
Reading Groups

5:00 p.m. Weds at 
Christ Dinner
6:00 p.m. Summer 
Reading Groups

6:00 p.m. Summer 
Reading Groups

HAPPY FATHERS DAY
Donuts with Dad
8:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Gourmet Apple Sale
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

C-Sports Flag Football 
Pictures

678 VOLLEYBALL CAMP

LITTLE DRIBBLERS BASKETBALL CAMP

C-SPORTS BASKETBALL CAMP 9:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. & HANDBELL CAMP 1:00 P.M. - 3:00 P.M.

5:00 p.m. Weds at 
Christ Dinner

HANDBELL CAMP 12:30 P.M. - 2:30 P.M.

REV. BOBBY RECEPTION 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
3:30 p.m. Joy Worship
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6101 Grelot Road
Mobile, AL 36609


