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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS | MATT. 3:1-17

THE FIRST CENTURY CONTEXT: 
What John is doing in the Jordan River when Jesus comes to be 
baptized is not something completely unheard of. In fact, baptism was 
a regular part of a first century 
Jew’s practice of faith. They called 
it a Mikveh. In several places in 
the Bible (e.g. Lev 15:1-3) the 
Jewish people were commanded 
to cleanse themselves with a ritual 
bath. They would walk down into 
a pool filled with what they called 
living water (more on that later) 
over their head and then walk out. 

Many of these Mikvehs have been 
discovered by archaeologists and 
they are often somewhat narrow 
and deep enough for an adult to stand up at the bottom with their heads 
under the water. 

One of the places Mikvehs were used regularly was outside of the 
temple. Before entering the temple, most people would have to have 
a Mikveh first. As time went on and the temple expanded, the need for 
more than one Mikveh became clear. Into that need stepped the Jewish 
sects, each building their own outside the temple. That meant that when 
you entered the temple, you had to choose whose Mikveh to use. You 
had to ally yourself with a specific religious party. 

Into this very political religious system stepped John. John is out in 
the Jordan performing Mikvehs. He was not doing it on behalf of the 
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Essenes or the Sadducees. He was not doing it on the temple grounds 
and he was not charging admission. He was using the God-made 
Mikveh known as the Jordan River to call the people to repentance. 
Then, Jesus arrives.

Jesus arrives into a particular culture; one that is obsessed with the 
coming of the messiah. They are oppressed and longing for a deliverer 
to free them from the Roman rule. Because of that, they had many 
signs that they thought would point to the messiah. They believed 
that he would be announced by Elijah, that he would have miraculous 
powers and that he would have a special connection with God.

21st Century Stories:
S Share the story of one of the most special baptism services you have 
ever experienced.

SWhat made it special?

SWhat changed as a result of that moment?

The Story of God:
READ: Matthew 3:1-17

In light of the Mikveh ritual and the way it was being practiced in the 
first century, what do you think could have bothered the Pharisees and 
Sadducees about what John was doing?

What does it say about Jesus that he chose to begin his ministry going 
out to John instead of having it happen in one of the temple Mikvehs?

The coming of the Messiah had been in the hearts of the people for a 
long time and this passage is filled with allusions to that longing. At the 
very beginning we get a hint that John is standing in for an important 
character.

READ: 2 Kings 1:8

Why do you think Matthew chose to say this instead of saying “John 
was dressed like Elijah”?

If you remember any of the stories about Elijah’s life (the showdown 
with the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18) or maybe making unlimited flour 
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and oil for a widow (1 Kings 17)), how is John similar?

READ: Isaiah 64:1 

In his longing for the messiah, Isaiah asked God to do exactly what 
happens in Jesus’ baptism. The skies open and God speaks.

Let’s return to Matthew. Take each of the three statements in verse 17 
( (1) This is my son (2) whom I love; (3) with him I am well pleased) and 
ask these questions:

SWhat is the bigger meaning? 

SWhy does this need to be said at this moment?

SWhat changes as a result of this statement?

We participate in Jesus’ baptism when we are baptized. In other words, 
God speaks the same over us in our baptism as he did with Jesus. 
What makes each of these statements difficult for everyday people to 
accept?

SWhat does baptism call the Christian to do and to be?

S How can you live into your baptism this next week?
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THE FIRST CENTURY CONTEXT:
Weddings were very serious business to people during the first century 
and were an even larger undertaking than what we see in the modern 
day. The blessing ceremony was a blip on the screen of the wedding. 
Because of the difficulty of travel and the many cultural elements that 
weighed in on the event, after the blessing, there would be a feast that 
would last at minimum three days and usually at least a week. 

If that sounds expensive, it was! Feeding many guests for that period of 
time was incredibly costly but the families of the bride and groom did not 
have to pay it on their own. There was a cultural system that allowed 
these huge feasts to come off without breaking the host families. 

If you were the average guest who received an invitation to a wedding, 
you would be expected to calculate how much it would cost the host to 
provide you and your immediate family with food and wine for a week. 
The phrase that was used was that each guest should be able to “eat 
and be satisfied.” A couple weeks ahead of the big day, you would send 
that amount of money to the host family who would use it to help pay for 
the event. 

The cultural value behind this was the value of reciprocity. Friends were 
supposed to rejoice WITH the bridegroom, not at his expense. One 
day when the guest was the one getting married, they could expect the 
same in return.

It was such a cultural imperative that you could sue someone over it. 
You could sue them if they came and did not send money and you 
could sue if you sent money and they ran out of food before the party 
was over.

The only exception to this rule was for the poor. However, few poor 
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would be invited as it would prove an incredible burden. The only poor 
who would typically be invited were family and friends who would be 
shamed if they had not received an invitation. 

21st Century Stories:
SWhat sorts of events are most parallel in our culture to this?

SWhen have you attended a wedding that was over the top?

S Have you ever attended a wedding of someone from a different 
culture? What was that experience?

The Story of God:
Read: John 2:1-11

S Knowing the cultural background to this story, how does it help 
explain what happens?

There is an important distinction to make between Mary and Jesus 
here. Mary is said to have already been at the wedding when Jesus 
arrives. The word used to describe that implies that Mary was so close 
to these people that she would be considered family and was helping 
put on the wedding. The word used to describe Jesus and his disciples’ 
presence at the wedding indicates an average guest who would be 
expected to have paid. 

Jesus, who had no income at this point, arrived with twelve other young 
men with healthy appetites who also did not have any income. Scholars 
argue that the story indicates that Jesus arrived without having paid 
anywhere close to the amount needed to feed him and the disciples.

S Understanding all of this, what do you think is going on in Mary’s 
mind when she sees the wedding party running out of wine?

S The interaction between Jesus and his mother in this story is 
priceless because there is so much that is unsaid. What is the rest of 
the conversation? What do you think is being said in-between what 
actually comes out of Jesus’ and Mary’s mouths?

S Take a moment to share a story you have where because of being 
polite, you abbreviated your words and conveyed (or interpreted) more 
through looks than through words.
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S Besides this being Jesus’ first miracle it is not clear why this story is 
being told until the end of the passage. Why is this included in the Bible 
according to verse 11?

SWe all have different reasons we believe and most of the time those 
reasons are stories rather than a systematic theology. Take a moment 
to share some of those stories. Why do you believe?
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THE FIRST CENTURY CONTEXT:
There are two interesting bits of background to this powerful water 
passage in John. The first is the surprise to the original audience that 
a well-known Jewish Rabbi was in Samaria at all. If you have ever 
engaged with this passage in depth, you know that there was animosity 
between the Jews and the Samaritans. You may have even heard that 
it was customary for the most orthodox Jews to not even walk through 
Samaria on a trip, but take another route around. 

Why?

The division between the Jews and the Samaritans began centuries 
earlier when the Assyrians took over the region. When they did that, 
they deported most of the Jews from Samaria and moved many 
Assyrians into what was formerly occupied by the Jewish people. The 
Assyrians brought with them polytheistic worship and added Yahweh 
to their long list of gods. Over time, all the other gods stopped being 
worshiped leaving Yahweh as the one God of that area. 

When the Jews returned and wanted to rebuild the temple, the 
Samaritans wanted to help since they felt they were worshiping the 
same God. The Jews did not see it that way. They saw the worship of 
the Samaritans as unfaithful and refused to allow them to help with the 
rebuilding of the temple. All of that smoldered until by the time Jesus 
arrived, there was widespread (though not universal) animosity.

The second interesting bit of background is the meeting of the woman 
with Jesus. John gives us an important detail right at the beginning. He 
tells us that Jesus arrives in the middle of the day sometime around 
noon and is tired (more on that in a minute). Women of this time period 
would have commonly collected water in the morning time and later in 

JESUS AT THE WELL | JOHN 4:5-26 W
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the day when they didn’t have to face the mid-day desert heat. Right 
away, when we read that there is a woman coming to draw water at the 
well, we know something is up.

However, the bigger mystery is why she is coming to this well at all. 
She will have passed by a couple of wells on her way to this one. These 
wells would have been in-town and would avoid the long walk but place 
the woman in a public place getting water. The text lets us know that 
this well is different than your average well. In verse 6, the word used 
for well is not the typical word. Rather, it is a word that indicates a 
spring-fed well. 

This well would have been filled with what people commonly referred 
to as “living water”, or natural, moving water. It was likely cleaner water 
than the other wells the woman passed but of interest here is how living 
water is used in their culture. Water was used often in their religious 
lives. Depending on the ritual, a person could need to wash their hands 
multiple times, pour water over a sacrifice or even walk into a bath of 
water over their head as we mentioned in the first session. In each of 
these instances the person was not allowed to use just any water. All 
the water used for ritual cleansing had to be living water. It had to come 
from a spring or river or other natural, moving source. When Jesus says 
“living water,” it is full of meaning and interesting implication.

21st Century Stories:
S Take a moment to share what kinds of things you go out of your way 
to avoid? What is worth doing extra work?

SWhat would have to change for you to stop avoiding it?

S How does this preference affect your life?

The Story of God:
READ: John 4:5-26

Before we get into the conversation Jesus has, we need to take a 
moment to consider a bit of the introduction that may have gone 
unnoticed when you read it. In verse 6, we get a powerful insight: Jesus 
was tired. He was so tired that he sat at a well outside a town while his 
disciples went to get lunch! 
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S Remembering first that Jesus is God in the flesh, what makes the fact 
that Jesus was tired important and powerful? 

S If you were that exhausted, what would you be wanting to happen 
while the disciples were away?

S Now let’s think about the conversation with the woman. How do you 
think the woman felt when she came to the well and discovered she 
was not going to be alone as she had expected? What do you think she 
hoped would happen now that someone was there?

SWhen she got closer to the well, she would have noticed that Jesus 
was a Jew. What kinds of thoughts do you think went through her 
mind at that point? How did that alter what she might have expected to 
happen?

S Knowing that this well was full of “living water”, how does that explain 
the initial interaction and confusion between the woman and Jesus?

S Jesus was using a very powerful metaphor when he spoke of living 
water. Knowing how it was used in their religious life, what do you think 
Jesus was implying by talking of a spring of living water welling up 
within someone?

When we sin, it sticks with us; it affects us. The Bible talks about it as 
a stain. When we are dirty, when we are stained by sin, we need to be 
clean. However, we cannot be cleansed if we are hiding from our sin. 
We cannot let go and turn from our sin without first acknowledging it. 
Here, it is clear that the woman is hiding from everything and everyone. 
She is exhibiting classic behavioral signs of a person who is trying to 
ignore her sin but Jesus has a different plan. Jesus wants to give her 
living water.

SWithout understanding living water, Jesus’ pivot to begin exposing 
her sin can seem out of place. It can seem as if he is switching subjects. 
How does an understanding of living water connect the two parts of 
Jesus and the woman’s conversation?

SWhen Jesus begins the conversation by asking about the woman’s 
husband, what does her response reveal about how she thinks/feels 
about her life and sin?
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Jesus doesn’t drop it. He presses into the conversation but his 
revelation of her sin is not some parlor trick intended to impress her. 
It is with the intent to turn her back to God and reconnect her with her 
community. His words are the beginning of healing but they are not very 
comfortable.

S This is all helpful to us when thinking about our own sin and how we 
deal with it. What is it that causes us to, like the woman, ignore our sin 
and hide it from everyone (sometimes including ourselves)?

S Since Jesus is not walking around, we won’t meet him in the flesh at 
a well like the woman. How does God continue this pattern and reveal 
our sin today? Have you had a moment like the woman at the well in 
your past?

Confession is powerful. It is the beginning of the road of repentance.

READ: James 5:16

S This verse is clear. While you can confess your sins directly to God, 
we are called to confess them to other people too. Why do you think 
confessing your sins to a trusted individual in private is important?

SWhat do you think stops people from confessing their sins to another 
person?

SWhat will it take for you to confess your sins? Take a moment to pray 
and ask God to give you the courage to follow the direction of scripture 
to confess your sins that you may be healed.
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THE FIRST CENTURY CONTEXT:
There was a well-known fact during the first century: Sin was the cause 
of any serious illness. This meant that when someone got seriously ill, 
there was more than the pain of sickness, there was a deep shame that 
the person had committed some serious sin that no one knew about. 
Not only would people stay away from a person who was ill because 
they didn’t want to catch the illness, but they would stay away from 
them because they didn’t want to be associated with someone who had 
sinned so greatly as to receive such a great punishment.

We are about to meet with one of the many complications of that 
theology. There was a debate at this time around this idea concerning 
people who had been ill or crippled at birth. Whose sin was the cause? 
The initial answer was the person who was ill from birth was the 
responsible party but that didn’t make a lot of sense. 

Troubled by saying that a child committed grave sin, others would 
assert that it was the sin of the parents that had caused this and would 
cite Numbers 14:18 as the Biblical support for this idea. 

The blind man in question was undoubtedly poor. In fact, many scholars 
assert that saying someone was blind was the same as saying they 
were a beggar. When you combine the shame of the sin with the fact 
that the person could not see, a blind person would not be seen as 
employable. Since they were on the outskirts of what people would want 
to be associated with, they would have had a hard time running any sort 
of personal business or odd jobs. 

Finally, and possibly the most remarkable piece of all, is the miracle 
itself. We have a good bit of literature about miracles from this time 
and there are no reports of this particular type of miracle. There are no 

POOL OF SILOAM | JOHN 9:1-12 W
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reports of the blind receiving sight. What is even more amazing is that 
this is not an isolated event. Jesus is seen over and over again in the 
Bible performing this type of miracle. This would have been beyond 
anything people had ever seen or heard of. Jesus was truly greater than 
any of the prophets who had come before.

21st Century Stories:
S Tell the story of a time when you or someone close to you felt you or 
they witnessed a miracle.

S There are some times when miracles happen that are not 
supernatural but no less miraculous. Tell the story of a time when you 
experienced a non-supernatural miracle.

SWhen have you seen bad theology exclude people from the church 
and society?

The Story of God:
READ: John 9:1-12

S How does Jesus respond to the two choices he is offered by the 
current debate around what is the spiritual cause of blindness from 
birth?

Because of the cultural implications of being infirm from birth, healing 
the man’s eyes was only one part of the healing required. In order for 
the man to be fully restored, Jesus needed to deal with the people’s 
perception of the man. 

SWhen you add to Jesus’ actions the fact that the Pool of Siloam was 
a Mikveh (ritual bath) as we talked about in week one, how does what 
Jesus says and does offer more than physical restoration?

Jesus’ action here and in other places giving sight to the blind are 
indicative of something deeper than physical healing.

READ: Psalm 146:8 and Isaiah 29:18

S Not only was this man healed but his healing was one in a series of 
revelations of Jesus divinity and role as Messiah. How might that make 
the man and his family feel? How might that change the community’s 
response?
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Beyond all of this, is this man’s relationship with Jesus. Re-read John 
9:11. It seems to indicate that this man knew little about Jesus and was 
far from being a disciple before Jesus passed by him. 

S According to this account of Jesus healing of the man, what is 
required before Jesus will heal someone?

SWhat about these requirements list might surprise people? 

SWhat are the rewards for Christians who choose to follow Jesus?
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WASHING THE DISCIPLES FEET | JOHN 13:1-16W
EE
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The Jewish culture was very stratified during the first century with the 
leaders of the temple occupying the highest levels and slaves the 
lowest. Slavery amongst the Jewish people during this time was very 
different than the sort of slavery we think of today and it was very 
different between different slaves even at that time. 

In Israel, there were two levels of slaves: The Jewish and Gentile 
slaves. On the very basic level, one can be clear that Jewish slaves 
occupied a position above the Gentile slave as they were seen as 
full members of society who had, for one reason or another, found 
themselves in a desperate situation.

The way Jewish persons became slaves was to sell themselves (or 
be sold by a family 
member) because of an 
unpayable debt. One 
of the most peculiar 
pieces of the Jewish 
slavery system was the 
fact that once every 
fifty years, all Jewish 
slaves would be freed. 
That meant that when 
they were sold, their 
value was set on many 
factors, including how 
many years before they 
would serve, before the 
mandatory freedom.

Weekly Prayer Focus: May the villagers of 
Gnangoussou experience Christ-like humility through us.
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While Jewish slaves were serving, there were many protections 
afforded them. They would not be asked to do anything that would 
make them ritually unclean or to wash people’s feet. They would not be 
overworked and they could buy their freedom for the pro-rated amount 
of their purchase minus the years served. It was also customary that 
when they were freed, they would be given a rather generous gift (apx. 
thirty shekels) by their former master.

The Gentile slave did not have it as easy. Though they were to be taken 
care of and not abused, there was not the same level of protection 
afforded them as their Jewish counterparts. They were clearly the 
lowest rung of society and would have to do all the dirtiest jobs that 
could not be done by Jewish slaves. The most common of those jobs 
would be washing the feet of dinner guests.

Why was washing feet so important? It had lot to do with how they ate. 
When we read the Bible, we can forget about the fact that there is a 
completely different culture behind what is happening and instead think 
of Jesus and his disciples sitting around on La-Z-Boys and eating at 
tables like the ones in our dining rooms. That couldn’t be further from 
reality. 

The table at that time was quite different. Instead of sitting in chairs, the 
people reclined with their legs outstretched behind them with the table 
roughly at the height of the furniture they were using to recline. That 
meant that even though they were usually pointed away from the table, 
their feet were on the same plane as the table and could easily come 
close to the food. 

Their feet were another issue. The custom in this region was to wear 
sandals. Since this was a desert region, the roads were incredibly 
dusty and people’s feet became coated with dirt from a simple walk to 
a neighbor’s home. Just as American mothers admonish their children 
to “wash your hands before supper,” Jewish mothers made sure that 
everyone had clean hands AND feet before they reclined to eat a meal.
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21st Century Stories:
SWhat were the dinnertime rules when you were growing up?

SWhen have you seen someone in a higher social place serve people 
in a lower place? 

SWhy do you think it can be difficult to allow people to serve you?

The Story of God:
READ: John 13:1-16

S Understanding the cultural background of slavery and feet washing, 
what do Jesus’ actions imply?

S How does the cultural background explain Peter’s reaction?

S Jesus shamed himself in front of these disciples. How do you think 
you would have reacted if you had been there?

This was a radical act of humility to be sure but it was in line with Jesus’ 
many teachings on the subject.

READ: Matthew 23:11-12

Sometimes when we read Jesus’ more difficult teachings, we agree 
and then move on. When Jesus takes off his outer clothes, ties a towel 
around his waist and begins washing feet, he fully lives out his teaching. 
And it is clear that at least one of the disciples is unnerved by the reality 
of it.

SWhat are some of Jesus’ other difficult teachings?

S How would it be difficult to live them out? What makes it so difficult?

That is where Jesus concludes this experience. He implores his 
disciples to follow his example. But he takes it one step further. He 
attaches a promise. 

SWhat does he say will happen if you follow his example?

S Before you leave, share a moment when you have seen this promise 
be fulfilled in your own life. When have you received a blessing from 
obedience?
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FIRST CENTURY CONTEXT
This week, we come face to face with one of history’s most gruesome 
forms of capital punishment. A crucifixion was filled with layers of pain 
and was designed to drag the convict’s death out a long as possible. In 
that time, the crucifixions happened in very well-traveled areas so that 
they could not be avoided and would be an example to everyone who 
saw them as to the punishment of those who got on the wrong side of 
the law.

Without going into the gory detail, it is important to note that the image 
of the crucifixion you have in your mind may be a bit different from what 
happened in reality. We often think of the person to be crucified as 
being raised high above the crowd on huge crosses. But, that would be 
both expensive and impractical. 

It is much more likely that the crosses would be made so that when 
persons were nailed to them, their feet would be off the ground 
approximately one foot. It would be just enough to ensure that they 
could not reach the ground. 

The most brutal aspect of the crucifixion was the manner in which 
someone died. The way in which they were attached to the cross made 
it difficult to breathe for an extended period of time and when combined 
with the fluid that would begin to fill the lungs, the person was forced to 
lift themselves in order to breathe. That would mean pulling up on the 
nails in their hands and pushing down on the one in their feet to take 
each breath. Eventually a person would succumb to the pain and would 
suffocate.

Because they wanted to prolong the process as much as possible, 
they would have some wine provided to help a person who was getting 

I THIRST | JOHN 19:28-30 W
EE

K 6
: 

Weekly Prayer Focus: Father God, help us to remember 
and understand the great sacrifice you made as we share 
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dehydrated and make sure they did not die from it. 

Also important to this scene is its proximity to a holy day. The crucifixion 
occurred in a brief moment between Passover (celebrated by Jesus and 
the disciples at the last supper) and the Feast of Unleavened Bread that 
happened only a couple of days later. This was a huge festival time in 
Jerusalem and the place would have been packed with people from out 
of town. The streets would have been crowded with those participating 
in the holiday’s major religious rites.

21st Century Stories
S Have you been present for someone’s final words? What was that 
experience like?

S At the time of someone’s death, lots of things take on extra meaning. 
Thinking back on loved ones who have passed, what things in their final 
days were the most meaningful to you? 

S Do you have a particular memory associated with the crucifixion 
story in the Bible? Was there some moment in your past where you 
remember hearing it or it being brought to light in a unique way?

The Story of God
READ: John 19:28-30

S How does your understanding of crucifixion help you see the story of 
Jesus’ crucifixion in a new light?

There are several moments in the Bible where we come face to face 
with Jesus’ humanity but this one is by far the most compelling. Jesus, 
in the very last moment cries out because he is thirsty and then dies.

SWhat is a reason that God might have chosen to come down in 
human form as he did?

SWhy do you think God chose to deal with sin in this gruesome way? 
What is a deeper meaning behind Jesus’ death?

John adds an interesting detail that makes a huge connection to Israel’s 
history. He says that Jesus was given water in a sponge on a stalk 
of hyssop. Though precisely what plant this referred to has been the 
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subject of much debate. However, there is a clear symbolic connection 
to Passover. 

READ: Exodus 12:21-23

S How does this connection help shape the story of the crucifixion?

SWhat other connections can you make between the account in 
Exodus and the story of Jesus (especially the crucifixion)?

S If you were a Jewish person in the first century who heard this story 
with the crucifixion happening during the passover festival, how do you 
think you would feel about Jesus and the new faith of Christianity?

S Bringing this into the present day, how does Jesus death (and 
resurrection) give us hope as the people had on the night of the 
Passover in the book of Exodus?

S How should this shape the way we live and act in the world when we 
wake each day?
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S February 23: Pray that all hearts 
would be open to receiving the gift of 
Living Water.

S February 24: Pray for those who 
are thirsty (physically and spiritually) 
in Gnangoussou.

S February 25: God, grant us 
success in raising the funds 
necessary to complete our project.

S February 26: We pray for 
physical healing for the people in 
Gnangoussou who are ill because of 
unclean water.

S February 27: Pray for the uniting 
of hearts in Côte d’Ivoire and 
at Christ UMC.

S February 28: Pray for Jean 
Claude, the United Methodist 
missionary assigned to Gnangoussou 
and surrounding areas.

S March 1: Pray that the Lord will 
provide the equipment and resources 
for Jean Claude’s leadership 
development ministry.

S March 2: God, open my heart to 
see the needs of others more clearly.

S March 3: We pray for the Koeuti, 
Lavry, N’Guessan, Egninin, Aka, 
Djeket, Djibi and Takou families of the 
church in Gnagoussou.

S March 4: God, please bless the 
partnership between St. John UMC 
and Christ UMC in this missionary 
effort.

S March 5: God, please grant timely 
arrival of the building materials for the 
church in Gnangoussou.

S March 6: God, please bless and 
provide for Brother Arthur, the local 
church pastor.

S March 7: God, help us remember, 
pray for and support the children 
of Gnangoussou who need an 
education.

S March 8: Father, we pray for 
Reverend Sachou, the Director of 
Evangelism in Côte d’Ivoire.

S March 9: Lord, we ask for 
successful construction of the church 
building and ask for Your help and 
guidance in that task.

S March 10: Pray that God will bless 
the building of the church 
and the well.

S March 11: Pray for the safety of 
those people who will dig the well.

S March 12: Pray for those 
who are fearful to follow Jesus in 
Gnangoussou and across the globe. 

S March 13: Pray that God will use 
the Jesus Video to open the hearts of 
people in Gnangoussou. Pray now 
that they will one day accept Christ. 

S March 14: Pray for the Christ 
UMC team going to Gnangoussou in 
September.

PRAYER CALENDAR
“…To the thirsty I will give water without cost 

from the spring of the water of life.” Rev. 21:6 (NIV)
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S March 15: God, we ask for an 
outpouring of Your Holy Spirit in 
Gnangoussou.

S March 16: Pray for blessing and 
provision for the Logon family, 
village missionaries. 

S March 17: Lord, please move us 
to give all we can to this project so 
that a well and church may be built for 
Your people in Gnangoussou.

S March 18: Lord, may the eyes of 
the people in Gnangoussou be open 
to the love and grace of Jesus.

S March 19: Pray for good weather 
as we minister in Gnangoussou in 
September.

S March 20: Pray for the Chief of 
the Land, Niaba Benecie.

S March 21: We pray for Bishop 
Boni as he leads the United Methodist 
Church in Côte d’Ivoire.

S March 22: Lord, we pray for more 
church planters and people of prayer 
in order to reach all of Côte d’Ivoire.

S March 23: God, we pray for the 
deliverance of villagers from the 
syncretic religion of the priest, Papa 
Nouveau.  

S March 24: Lord, we pray for Niaba 
Egny Yacinthe Franck, Chief of 
the village. 

S March 25: God please open 
spiritual eyes of the villagers in 
Gnangoussou.

S March 26: God, we pray for the 
women of Gnangoussou as their main 
task is to haul water. Keep them safe 
and healthy until we can build a well.

S March 27: Lord, we pray for those 
who oppose the Gospel. May their 
hearts be softened and opened to 
You.

S March 28: Pray that God will 
provide mosquito nets to help fight 
malaria in Gnangoussou.

S March 29: Be in prayer for 
successful construction of the 
church building.

S March 30: Pray for local 
missionary Arthur Logon to have 
God’s wisdom, patience and strength. 

S March 31: We pray that the 
people of Gnangoussou will have the
 will and bravery to respond to the 
Gospel.

S April 1: Lord, we pray especially 
for those who are ill in Gnangoussou 
with water-borne illnesses.

S April 2: God, give them ears to 
hear and faith to believe. 

S April 3: God, set ALL people free 
from spiritual captivity!



[ 24 ]
6101 Grelot Road | Mobile, AL 36609
251.342.0462 | christumcmobile.com

Christ United Methodist Church


